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Abstract

Despite numerous studies on the development of renewable energies in Iran, the role of social innovation as
a driver of change in this process has not yet been systematically examined. For this purpose, social
innovation in energy is essential as an initiative that contributes to the transition to low-carbon energy, civic
empowerment, and social goals. This concept, by going beyond limited perspectives on social innovation,
raises the question of how we can examine the diversity of social innovation in the energy sector. To achieve
this goal, the study used a qualitative approach based on semi-structured interviews with a purposive
sampling of 16 renewable energy experts and a search of reports on the website of the Renewable Energy
and Electricity Efficiency Organization (SATBA).For analyzing the interview data, qualitative content
analysis with a thematic coding approach was used. The present study develops a typology of social
innovations in the renewable energy sector by using two perspectives: actors (government, private, and civil
society) and manifestations (doing, thinking, and organizing), and then examines this typology by mapping
activities and initiatives in Iran. The findings of this study indicate an imbalance in the role of different
actors (especially civil society) in social innovations in the field of renewable energy. The findings also
provide recommendations to policymakers in this field by describing the distribution of initiatives in
different manifestations.
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